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Campaign Messages

Dan Roberts
Headteacher

I am immensely proud to be Headteacher 
of Devonport High School for Boys.  
We are delighted that, since our last 
campaign, which enabled the addition 
of the Astro Turf facility, there has 
been a significant enhancement in the 
provision of sport at DHSB and the wider 
community. 

Competitive sport at the school 
continues to go from strength to strength 
gaining not just a local but national 
reputation for excellence.  In addition, 
the numbers of young people who 
participate in non-competitive sport is 
ever increasing and helps to promote a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Finally our Sport for All has been a 
wonderful success story and we now 
provide a high quality provision to the 
community which is valued and as a 
result we now need to expand to meet 
the demand.  I urge you to support our 
campaign and thereby help us to enable 
every one of our students and those in 
the wider community to lead a healthy 
and fulfilling lifestyle.

Carolyn Bruce-Spencer
Chair of the Board of Governors

I am thrilled to give my full support and 
that of the School Governors to the second 
stage of the “Sport for All” Campaign, to 
further improve sporting facilities for our 
students.

It was a great pleasure to be involved with 
the original campaign and I urge all families 
to pledge financial support towards a 
project which will further enhance the 
opportunities available to the students at 
DHSB.  In these very challenging times we 
cannot make these improvements without 
your support and I invite you to join me in 
making our plans become a reality. 

Rick Orkney
Director of Sport

Rick Orkney, our Director of Sport and 
his committed team have worked hard to 
increase the number of physical activities 
available to all.  The broad and diverse 
range includes competitive and non-
competitive games, athletics, outdoor 
and adventurous activities.  We are proud 
that over 600 students take part in extra-
curricular sport, with school teams and 
individuals competing at local and national 
level.

Rick comments:-

“Sport plays an essential role in every individual’s 
physical, social and intellectual development.  It 
gives students an understanding of the importance 
physical activity plays in a balanced, healthy 
life.  By experiencing a range of activities and 
developing their skills and confidence, students 
can make informed choices about how to get 
involved in physical activity at school.

It is an integral part of the PE Departments ethos 
to provide sporting opportunities for all students 
regardless of their ability or previous experience 
and to provide a positive experience of physical 
activity whilst at DHSB. We intend to equip them 
with the skills and confidence to pursue sport into 
later life.”

Development Plan

Development Plan
In 2010 a “Sport for All” campaign was launched 
to develop and improve sports facilities at DHSB.  
Down to the financial support received from families, 
former students and friends of the school, it was 
possible to achieve some, but not all of the goals 
set in that Campaign.  A floodlit, full sized artificial 
pitch, a new cricket wicket on the field adjacent to 
Edgcumbe Avenue and the provision of high quality 
security fencing to safeguard the infrastructure are 
three of the major developments which have helped 
to transform facilities for both our students and the 
wider community.

However, there is still more to do and the “Sport 
for All” vision remains a work in progress.  We have 
further plans to develop our sporting facilities to 
include:-

 •  Second floodlit all weather surface on  
  the Astor Playground

 •  Edgcumbe Playground to be converted  
  to a MUGA (Multi Use Games Area)  
  including resurfacing and remarking

 •  Fitness Suite equipment upgrade

With public funds under severe pressure there is 
little prospect of the school finding the necessary 
resources from within.  There is a long and successful 
history of support from our community and we 
very much hope that you will be able to support 
the Campaign and help us to reach our target of 
£250,000 – Target250.  

Some of the potential ways of giving are 
explained in this brochure and a pledge 
form is enclosed for your response.  

Central to my school experience at DHSB was sport, and the staff were 
very successful in creating positive experiences for me and many others. My 
achievements were always celebrated and I was always encouraged to challenge 
myself and strive to be better. 

The new facilities will not only create more opportunities but also help to 
develop sporting excellence. This is incredibly valuable for DHSB and for sport in 
Plymouth as a whole. 

It’s so important that DHSB continues to develop and that is why I’m fully behind 
this campaign. Future students will be in a very privileged position!

David King

DHSB Old Boy

GB International Hurdler, David King, who in March 2018 reached the semi-finals of the
IAAF World Indoor Athletics Championships.

Sport for All



The Vision / Making it Happen - Target250 Sport for All

Making it Happen

The table below gives an illustration of the pledged giving we need to achieve our Target 
250 goal.  The school is a Charity and can take advantage of the Gift Aid Scheme

Sport for All

The Case for Further Investment

The laying of the “first” All Weather Pitch has brought great benefits to the school and 
the wider community.  In a low lying area prone to flooding and surface water, we now 
have a well-drained, excellent surface that is in constant use throughout the year.

The plan to upgrade the Astor hard surface with a second All Weather Pitch will provide 
another much needed resource for our students, and we expect the wider community 
to benefit from it as well. 

The income generated from the current All Weather Pitch is significant – in the region of 
£70 – 75,000 each year, and; in what are challenging times, financially, for the school, we 
could not have managed our current situation without this additional income. 

Whilst many schools have made direct appeals to families for support with running costs 
we have tried to avoid this and we hope instead to persuade parents of the benefits of 
investing in a project which will bring immediate and recurring long term benefits to our 
students.  

We estimate that a second All Weather Pitch will generate additional letting receipts 
of around £35 – 40,000 per year.  With a combined income of around £100k and, after 
setting aside provision for replacement carpet, we have a substantial self-generated 
income, which we plan to invest for the benefit of all students – e.g. an upgrade to a 
science laboratory costs in the region of £30,000

I am pleased to add that through prudent management we are  reducing the school’s 
running costs and we soon hope to be in a position to remove  reliance altogether upon 
external income.  

So please help us to achieve our objectives.  The capital costs are significant, but, with 
your help, achievable, and the benefits that will flow in terms of student opportunities, 
will be long lasting.

Dan Roberts

 Gross   Monthly net gift Basic Rate Higher Rate Tax Total 
 Gift   Basic & Higher Rate Taxpayer Tax Payer* Recovered Gift
 including              12                24 Net Cost  Net Cost
      tax               months         months to you to you

 £250 £16.67 £8.33 £200 £150 £50 £250 

 £500 £33.33 £16.67 £400 £300 £100 £500

 £750 £50.00 £25.00 £600 £450 £150 £750

 £1,000 £66.67 £33.33 £800 £600 £200 £1,000

 £1,500 £100.00 £50.00 £1,200 £900 £300 £1,500

 £2,000 £133.33 £66.67 £1,600 £1,200 £400 £2,000

 £2,500 £166.67 £83.33 £2,000 £1,500 £500 £2,500

 £3,000 £200.00 £100.00 £2,400 £1,800 £600 £3,000

 £3,500 £233.33 £116.67 £2,800 £2,100 £700 £3,500

 £4,000 £266.67 £133.33 £3,200 £2,400 £800 £4,000

 £4,500 £300.00 £150.00 £3,600 £2,700 £900 £4,500

 £5,000 £333.33 £166.67 £4,000 £3,000 £1,000 £5,000

*Higher rate taxpayers can claim additional tax relief when making 
gift-aided donations.   

Please note that the tax benefits you may be entitled to will depend 
on your personal circumstances


