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News from the Headteacher

W

elcome to the Summer edition of DHSB Today. In these pages you will be able to enjoy reading about the boys'
achievements and talents and you will also gain a sense of staff commitment and energy in providing opportunities and
support. The front cover photos are from our recent production of Oliver; a perfect blend of skill and commitment shown
by both students and staff.
Inside this edition, Mrs Moreton explains how the boys can harness their many successes by working towards the new DHSB
Award; an award designed to demonstrate employability skills.
Academic success is also highlighted and Mrs Waitt, our Exams Officer, gives some timely advice for the Summer exam season.
I am delighted to report that we have cut the first sod for our 3G All Weather Pitch. The
project is now well underway and you can see weekly photos and updates in the Head's
Blog each Friday (www.dhsb.org/blog).
Please support our school community by sharing this edition of DHSB Today with your
family and friends, and by following us on Twitter where you can read more of what is
happening at DHSB each day. @dhsboys and @kieran_earley
Kieran Earley
Headteacher

Realising, Recognising and Rewarding

O

ur pilot project for the DHSB Award is going well, with over
thirty Year 10 boys undertaking a wide variety of activities,
from playing in the BBC Concert Orchestra to officiating at local
athletics meetings, designing leaflets or web sites to facilitate options choices for future students, or being part of our own student
leadership groups such as the Peer Mentors and Devonport Voice,
writes Mrs Moreton.
Many activities have already been completed including the Solar
Car Challenge and taking part in drama productions. Who’d have
thought playing the part of a villain in Macbeth could give a student
a bonus in the employability stakes?

Achieving the award, in addition to the outstanding DHSB academic
offer, can only benefit our students by giving them an advantage in
university or job/apprenticeship applications.
For regular weekly updates on the progress of the DHSB Award as
well as work experience, PSHEE, careers and citizenship and Peer
Mentors, follow the IAG Blog (information and guidance). Go to
Subjects/IAG on the DHSB VLE.
You can also follow me on Twitter for (mostly) IAG related
tweets. @suemoreton1.

Mr Butcher and I are hoping to be able to sign off several students
to achieve at least their bronze award (one challenge from each of
the three areas, problem solving, team working and target setting)
in the very near future, and some of the boys are already working
on all nine (three from each area) activities required for their gold
award.
Ken Robinson, in his book, How Finding Your Passion Changes
Everything, says, “Our task is to educate our students’ whole being
so that they can face the future.”

Large print copies of DHSB Today
and other school publications are
available on request.
Please contact the
Curriculum Support Centre on
01752 208787

DHSB Today is the newsletter of
Devonport High School for Boys.
Reports and photos should be sent to the editor,
Sarah Nicholson at sarah.nicholson@dhsb.org.
School news is also published weekly on the Head’s Blog at
www.dhsb.org/blog
Follow us on Twitter @dhsboys and @kieran_earley

Devonport Voice

D

evonport Voice (DV) is DHSB's representative group
made up of students from each form, as well as six
members of the leadership team in the Sixth Form who keep
a check on proceedings and help make things happen by
meeting every week with Mrs Anstee and Mr Butcher. Our
first term has been an incredibly busy one this year, and
we're really proud of what we've achieved so far.

We have been extremely successful in kick starting the
school's Eco Project, aiming to cut down on the amount of
energy we use throughout the school site. This is something
we hope to build on and expand in the coming years, with a
team helping us to reduce energy usage even more each
year. We have also been busy organising fun-filled charity
fundraising weeks, most recently for Comic Relief and
Macmillan Cancer Support. As you may have already heard,
the 3G all weather pitch is just beginning, an idea originally
put forward by a previous DV team, with significant fundraising also done by Devonport Voice.
Devon Air Ambulance and Water Aid (voted for by
students) have each received significant sums of money from
mufti days.

Premier Badminton

T

his academic year Badminton at DHSB has again proved
highly popular and successful. Years 7, 8 and 9 in
particular have done exceptionally well and the school has
seen an increase in numbers taking part throughout the year.
Our teams have also repeated their success in school competitions throughout the year. The U16 boys won their age
group in the local league, and represented the school at
county level in the national Center Parcs competition.
Within the local school leagues our U14 team also had
success by winning their age group, and competing at the
Devon finals at Paignton Winter Games.
Individually, we had many successes with Kieran Wong, Ben
Calton, Jacob and George Shortman, Angus Fry, Marcus Lau,
Frazer Cowen and Adam Chow all winning badminton
competitions. The school is developing our more talented
players by offering Saturday sessions.

Summer Festival
We'd like to bring to your attention this year’s Summer
Festival which will be held on Friday 12 July from 2.00pm 6.00pm with many stalls and exciting things planned. There
will be games and activities for children of all ages, and food
and drink will be provided by the PTFA. Local businesses
have expressed an interest in attending to sell everything
from jewellery to jams and pickles. There will be a return of
the hotly contended Battle of the Bands along with the giant
inflatables, bungee run, gladiator dual, body zorbing balls and
penalty shootout. Our Festival Auction, culminating on the
day at 6.00pm, is now live on our website, with many prizes
currently on offer at low prices, all kindly donated by
parents. Visit www.dhsb.org/fa2013 and get bidding!
A significant sum of money has been raised over the past
year, and we are now in a position to go forward with
projects including additional sports equipment, textbooks,
new hand dryers in the toilets and benches along the
colonnade and around the school site. We are always happy
to receive your suggestions and act on as many as we can.
Comic Relief was a huge success for us; we had a week
packed full of events and creativity. To celebrate, Wade
Dyer was invited on to BBC Radio Devon the following
Sunday to talk about the successes of the week.
Vice-Captain Louise Hatton also went to the studio to help
review the Sunday newspapers. We'd like to thank everyone
for attending the events throughout the week, and for their
generosity in raising £500 for such a fantastic cause.
Don't forget that regular updates are posted by Devonport
Voice on the VLE at http://www.dhsb.org/studentblog

Finally, DHSB has become a Premier Accredited School for
the development of badminton within Plymouth. This award
is directly linked to the governing body Badminton England,
and is a highly valued award.
From a personal perspective, I would like to thank all those
students for their commitment and approach to the sport
within DHSB, and the PE department for their continuing
support.
Mr Tippett
Badminton Coach

DHSB People - Mrs Waitt
Do you have any advice for students for the summer exam season?
Read your exam timetable and know when and where your exams are taking place.
Know the exam rules and always listen to the invigilators at the start of each session.
Use a black pen as this gives a better result when the papers are scanned.
And finally, make sure you get plenty of rest, eat well, and take breaks during your revision.
How will students be able to access their results this year?
All results will be available from the Sixth Form centre on the following dates.
Thursday 15 August, Year 13 from 9.00am and Year 12 from 10.30am
Thursday 22 August, Year 11 from 9.00am and Year 10 from 10.30am

Oxbridge News
Many congratulations to our Year 13 students who have received offers from Oxbridge this year.
Tom Weatherby Churchill College, Cambridge, Medicine
Ben Lock Trinity Hall, Cambridge, Law
Joseph Meethan St John’s College, Cambridge, Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic
Will Reis Magdalene College, Cambridge, Natural Sciences
George Hawker Peterhouse, Cambridge, Natural Sciences
Joshua Broughton University College, Oxford, Physics
Tim Cannon Wadham College, Oxford, Economics and Management
Joe Hill Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, Classics
Henry Penrose Hertford College, Oxford, Physics
Ryan West Corpus Christi College, Oxford, Chemistry
John Willis St Hilda’s College, Oxford, Music

Plymouth Festival of School Sport 2013
We were invited to the annual Plymouth Festival of Schools
Sport held at Plymouth Marjon University and organised by
the RELAYS team in conjunction with the local sports teams
that provide exit routes into sport outside of school. This
year we chose to offer this opportunity to those students in
Year 8 and 9 that take part in PE but have not had the
opportunity to represent the school . Therefore, with a
minibus full of fairly apprehensive boys we made our way to
Marjon for a day of non-traditional sport. The sports that
the boys had the opportunity to take part in included
climbing, mountain biking, lacrosse, futsal, rush hockey,
water polo, volleyball and table tennis! All boys that
attended received a taster session in three different sports
concluding in recreational competitions that resulted in a
number of boys winning medals.
One student commented, “We won every single game we
played today, I have never done that!”

Where are they now?
If you would like to contribute to the
‘where are they now’ feature in a future edition of DHSB Today then
Ms Davidson, Assistant Head Post 16, would be delighted to hear
from you. Please contact her at
sharon.davidson@dhsb.org or
@sharondavidson1

Our Future Doctors and Vets
Well done to the following students who have received
offers to read Medicine and Veterinary Science. We wish
them every success in the future.
Medicine
Filip Gawecki, Imperial College London
Chris Gummow, University of Bristol
Chris Moore, Queen Mary, University of London
Venkat Raman, University College London
Kieran Francis, University College London
Tom Weatherby, Churchill College, Cambridge
Veterinary Science
Owen Rees, University of Nottingham
Jake Thomas, University of Nottingham

Where are they now?
George Greenlees
What are you doing now?
I’m currently in my third year at the University of Birmingham studying medicine. However, we have the option
of doing a second intercalated degree for a year, so this year I’m studying a degree in medical ethics and law.
What qualifications did you pursue and were these essential?
I left DHSB with A levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and History. While science subjects are required to apply
for medical courses, History has been very helpful. Studying subjects that aren’t directly related to your course demonstrates wider
interests when applying to universities and employers.
Where did you go?
I currently live in Selly Oak in Birmingham but so far my course has seen me placed in GP practices all over Birmingham which is
great for getting a different view of the city.
What advice would you give to someone joining DHSB in Year 7
Take advantage of everything on offer, DHSB is a fantastic school with plenty of things to get involved in. There are plenty of people
who can help you achieve your potential in every subject, so don’t be afraid to ask for help from staff and older students. Also enjoy
it, you’ll definitely miss it when you go!
What have you learnt most about yourself?
I’ve learnt that I can work independently to achieve my goals, and that if you get the balance right you can work hard and still have a
great time.
Do you have a message for any of your teachers?
I once made fun of Mr Widdecombe’s Biology mnemonics in Year 12, but they managed to help me through a significant amount of
medical science in first year. I also hope that Mr Riggs, Mr Ferguson and Mr Espinosa are still making History and Chemistry as entertaining as it was when I was at DHSB.

Matthew Ronchetti
If you took a gap year, what did you learn about yourself and what did you do?
I took two gap years trying to get into drama school. During this time I performed in many local productions and spend the time working as a bank cashier at HSBC. I then decided to get an academic degree
first and was accepted at the University of Southampton to study Mathematics.
What are you doing now?
I am now a professional actor, having graduated from the Royal Academy of Music in the summer of 2012.
I have just completed a run of the Secret Garden at the Greenwich Theatre and Kings Head Theatre and
am about to start rehearsals for my next project, Deathtrap.
What qualifications did you pursue and were these essential?
I have a BSc in Mathematics from the University of Southampton. I also hold a PGDipRAM in Musical Theatre from the Royal
Academy of Music and an LRAM in Musical Theatre (this is a teaching qualification) also from RAM. The Maths degree is not essential for being an actor but it is a good talking point at auditions and also a great qualification to fall back when I'm 'resting'. I
frequently subsidise my income with Maths and Science tuition. Attending the Royal Academy of Music was essential to be seen by
leading industry professionals and to be able to get a foot in the door for important auditions.
What advice would you give to someone joining DHSB in Year 7?
I was scared when I joined DHSB because I came from a country primary school of about 80 pupils. Suddenly going to a school of
over 1,000 required a big adjustment but there was no reason to be scared. Work with your teachers, make new friends and don't
be afraid to try new things. If I hadn't auditioned for Les Mis at school I probably wouldn't be a professional actor today.
What advice would you give a sixth former leaving school?
At university I saw a lot of people drop out because they had chosen a 'worthwhile' degree rather than something they were
genuinely interested in. Luckily my passion for Maths got me through mine. It's also not too late to change your degree once you're
there! If you're not going to uni then definitely go travelling. One of my big regrets in life so far was that I didn't spend my gap years
seeing the world, Also a general word of advice is be nice to people and network!
Do you have a message for any of your teachers?
Please tell Mr Maitland (who directed my first musical at the school) that I'm not quite in the West End yet but I'm on my way!

Takeover Day

T

akeover Day at DHSB was a huge success!

Students acted as teachers and support staff in a variety of
roles and departments. From Latin to DT and from Science
to Maths, boys taught interesting lessons and had their
classes really engaged.
Josh Wrigley took the role of Dr Stears for the day and
taught Latin and Classics. Throughout the day, Josh turned
into a model teacher with his competence and passion for
the subject. James Hardy took the role of Miss Croft and
enjoyed learning about different cultures and seeing link
schools with DHSB. He loved the experience and would like
to explore a career of this kind in the future.

Jack Henniker acted as Mrs Huq for the day and said he
really respected the work that teachers put in to preparing
to teach. Mrs Huq added, “He was a pleasure to work with!’”
In ReFuel the jobs of Head Caterer and Sous-chef were
taken by Declan O’Connell and Isaac Moore. They prepared
the menu of the day and served food during both breaks and
helped with the administration.
Ben Higgins (Head of Catering) had this to say: “It has been
a hectic day but both of the boys have done really well”.

Vikram Thirupathirajan enjoyed working with Mr Leshem to
deliver a Physics lesson. His passion for the subject really
shone through! Jacob Nettleship delivered several very
enthusiastic lessons of Latin and Classics and Miss Fennell
said, ‘He really engaged the students with his passion and
desire to teach!’
Lewis Edge assumed the role of Mr Spearing and taught a
Year 10 lesson on static electricity with Van der Graaf
generators. The lesson was a complete success, a practical,
where the students could touch the powerful machines,
demonstrating the power of electric currents. (No Year 10s
were harmed in the making of this lesson!).

And last, but by no means least, James Henniker acted as the
Headteacher for the day, he worked very hard in attending
several different meetings and was rewarded with hosting
‘Lunch with the Head’.

Alex Robins said, “The lesson has gone really well, Lewis has
covered the lesson and is teaching us really practical stuff.”
Ms Hagan was replaced by two students, Dan Langman and
Andrew Brown, and they taught Year 7 students how to use
a microscope. Dan and Andy then went on to replace
Ms Hagan in the staff v Sixth Form dodgeball competition
raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support. Samuel
Spence shadowed Ms Eldershaw in D&T and had the
opportunity to demonstrate a recipe in Food Technology!

Christmas, Cologne and Chocolate

F

orty boys from Years 7 and 8 participated in the visit to
Belgium and Germany during the school’s Curriculum Challenge
Week at the end of November. In Belgium we went to the
Passchendaele Museum dedicated to the First World War and
stopped briefly at Tyne Cot Cemetery where one of the boys was
able to locate the resting place of a relative amongst the many
thousands of graves. In Bruges the group had some free time to
appreciate the wonderful medieval charm of this city and buy some
lunch and maybe some chocolate, too.

Written by Dan Jordan, Ethan Cox,
Henry Metherell and Declan O'Connell
Our base in Germany was in the youth hostel in Monschau which is
a spectacular castle and from here we made two day visits to
Cologne and Aachen both of which have impressive Christmas
markets. These are a very traditional part of life in Germany at this
time of year and attract visitors from all over the world. Our boys
were very impressed by the sights and smells that greeted them.
In Cologne we enjoyed a tour of the Dom (cathedral), the symbol
of the city, and discovered a lot about its history and architecture.
Some boys also visited the Roman Germanic Museum to learn
something about the city’s Roman past.
In Aachen the boys couldn’t wait to experience the many delights
of the Lindt chocolate outlet store – so much choice! Everyone
came away with a tasty box of souvenirs. As a group we toured the
cathedral which is a UNESCO world heritage site and where
Charlemagne is buried. We later enjoyed the German tradition of
cake and hot chocolate. All in all, a brilliant trip and a great
experience for all those boys at the start of their language learning.
Mr Walsh

Sports News
Year 9 Basketball
The Year 9 basketball team competed in the Plymouth
Schools Central Venue League and finished in a commendable third position. Basketball is very popular with this year
group and it'll be great to see everyone back playing again
for the Year 10 season.
Year 11 Basketball
We have experienced a frustrating season with several sides
withdrawing from the competition. However we beat St
Boniface’s College and Hele’s School, lost to Plymstock and
we finished runners up in West Devon U16 basketball
competition.
Year 7 Football
So far this year the team has played 12 other schools with a
record of eight wins, one draw and three losses. The team is
captained by Jacob Hawson of 7P who is also involved in the
Plymouth Argyle U12 squad. The boys train each Wednesday lunch time and regularly have 30 students attending. The
team is currently in the final of the Plymouth Schools 7 a
side tournament where they will compete against teams
from Plymstock and Ivybridge. Well done to all students
who attended training and been involved in the match squad.
Year 8 Football
Well done to our Year 8 football team who reached the
quarter-finals (round 8) of the English Schools competition
this year. Thanks are due to Bradley Barbour who coaches
the team alongside Mr Grinsill.

The team then went on to finish runners-up in the Cunningham Cup Festival, Ivybridge being the winners. This meant
we were invited to the Devon Festival in Exeter where again
the boys put in some really good performances and finished
third overall with Kingsbridge runners-up to Ivybridge.
Year 8 Rugby
It has been a good season for the U13 rugby squad led very
well by Harry Groves. The team performed well in the
West Devon Cup competition and reached the final at
Plymouth Albion only to be defeated by a very strong
Ivybridge team.
In the 7s competition the U13s qualified for the Devon finals
held at Blundells School. They emerged from the group
stages only to be narrowly defeated by our old adversary,
Ivybridge School, in the semi finals.

Year 9 Rugby
This team took part in the West Devon 7s and finished fifth
overall.
Year 10 Rugby
The DHSB team were runners up to Plymouth College in
the West Devon 15 a side competition which took place at
Plymouth Albion’s ground in November. After Christmas
DHSB won the West Devon 7 a side tournament and took
part in the Devon championships. Special mention goes to
Charlie Fethney, Harry Lee and Tyler Davis who gained
selection to the Devon U15 rugby squad.

Year 9 Football
The Year 9 football team had another successful season,
competing especially well in the English Schools National
Cup competition where they made it all the way to round
six before losing to St Bede's in what was an excellent,
competitive game. It has been great to see the boys make
progress in their performances and results along the way
and everyone is looking forward to what will hopefully be
another successful year next year on all fronts.
Year 7 Rugby Team
The Year 7 rugby team competed in the Plymouth Schools
Central Venue and Cunningham Cup Festival this season.
The ethos of the Central Venue competition is to give the
boys an opportunity to play competitive games of rugby with
the focus on developing their skills and game play over anything else. It was great to be able to select so many of the
boys who wanted to represent their school at rugby in these
weekly games and although scores weren't kept, the boys
performed well each week.

Year 11 Rugby
The U16 rugby side reached the semi-final of the Devon
Cup beating Eggbuckland and Hele’s School on route but
unfortunately lost in a highly competitive game to a very
strong Kingsbridge side.
1st XV Rugby
The season started promisingly with two good victories in
the Daily Mail national U18 cup. The first against a strong
Redruth School in which DHSB triumphed 19 - 14. In the
next round the team travelled to St Austell to play Cornwall
College and emerged worthy winners 36 - 5. The team’s
progress was halted in November with a convincing 67 - 0
defeat against a much more powerful Truro School side.
Thanks are due to Tom Bailey in Year 13 for his help in
organising the team and leading by example this season. Well
done Tom.

News in Brief
2013 Bormio Ski Trip

House Sport

uring the Easter holidays we took a group of boys to
our annual ski trip, this year to Bormio. We had a
fabulous trip, glorious blue skies, sunshine and for the
majority of the time the piste was in an immaculate
condition. We skied the World Cup run which would
normally take competitors 1 min 50 secs to complete (we
took 15 minutes). We climbed to the snow park and flew
over jumps and experienced big half pipes. A fantastic week
was had by all. Boys had a smile on their faces, sunshine in
their hearts and we all had a safe, injury free week.

In September 2012 Mr Orkney was appointed as Director of
Sport and House Sport was one element of Physical
Education at DHSB that received a new approach.

D

History Club

Maximum participation across all years and in a wide variety
of sports was the fundamental aim.
In each year group from 7 to 11 inter house competition has
been organised in football, basketball, dodgeball and rugby
with the points achieved by each house being added to the
overall total. So far we have completed two terms and a lot
more boys have had the opportunity to participate in
competitive sport.

Twickenham

Daisy and Maddie our Year 12 History Ambassadors have
been successful in setting up and running the History Club
this term, numbers are regularly around 20 students from all
year groups. In History Club this term we have studied a
variety of fantastic topics. From Richard III (was he really a
tyrant or was it Tudor propaganda?) to the assassination of
JFK (was it one man, Soviet Union, or the FBI?) as well as
several other fascinating topics. Each week we choose the
next subject, so why not come along? Guest speakers are
welcome to discuss a period of history that interests them.

Propaganda: Power and Persuasion
I went to London to hear a talk by Professor Noam
Chomsky, a leading philosopher, cognitive scientist and political activist. I’ve been lucky enough to have had some
e-mail conversations with him in which he has given me
recommendations for further reading about the subjects I’m
interested in. Prof Chomsky was in conversation with
Jonathan Freedland at the British Library as part of their
Propaganda: Power and Persuasion season and I think I was
the youngest person in the audience.
I was taken to meet Prof Chomsky afterwards and he signed
my copy of his book Manufacturing Consent. We had a brief
conversation and I was really lost for words to meet someone I admire so much, it is something I know I will remember for the rest of my life.
Felix Soper

We took 40 boys to Twickenham in March to watch the
England V Italy International. England managed to scrape a
win over Italy and we enjoyed a great day out!

Climbing
22 students from Years 7 - 11 have been attending the
fantastic climbing facilities at the Plymouth Life Centre. They
have had the opportunity to boulder, high ropes climb and
belay. All students have improved tremendously over the
nine week course; some students have climbed for the first
time and others have been leading warm ups and short
bouldering activities using their own experience to aid the
development of other students. All boys have been a credit
to the school.
Due to the overwhelming success of this activity climbing
will be on offer again in the near future.

