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If you've heard me speaking at open 
events or speech days, you'll be 
aware of the value I place on our 
artistic, creative and sporting pursuits 
at DHSB. I often refer to my own 
mediocrity in these areas whilst 
acknowledging they have given me 
intense pleasure in life and dealt me 
some of the most significant life 
lessons. 

 
Academic success is crucial; it gets you into the interview 
room and gives you the opportunity to pitch your unique 
talents. It is ultimately your character that will get you 
noticed as an individual. This sense of self-awareness of your 
strengths and weaknesses is what will sustain you through 
the many challenges in life.  
 
The ability to create and appreciate art is a wonderful way 
to develop this sense of self and mental well-being and can 
sustain a positive approach to life even at the most challeng-
ing times. 

 
I recall favourite poems, pieces of Shakespeare, a love of 
Turner and Vaughan Williams when I need to reflect and put 
things into perspective. 
 
Equally, triumph and disaster on the sports field builds 
resilience and respect and an important appreciation of the 
function and role of teams. Old friends remind me of golden 
goals and missed sitters with equal pleasure! 
 
In this edition of DHSB Today we are celebrating this crucial 
element of our curriculum, as our students put their talents 
on display for your enjoyment. 
 
At a time of uncertainty about the new curriculum being 
designed by the DfE, our learning community needs to be 
reassured that the creative arts and sport at DHSB will be as 
integral a part of our students' experience as ever. 
 
We have some exciting events and announcements this year 
and I’m looking forward to sharing them with you. 

 
Kieran Earley 

 

Front Cover Acknowledgements 
 
The last academic year was a productive one in the Art Department.  All students were hard at work preparing for their exam 
and spending, in the case of A2, up to 13 hours producing the final outcome. The exam session has now finished for GCSE and 
A Level and the resulting art work looks stunning. Here are a few examples of the fabulous work produced. 

Mrs Cushing 
 

Façade 
Alex File 

Olympics 
Oliver Watts 

 

Regalia 
Andy Dymond-Park 

Self Portrait 
Evie Money 

Shade 
George Gibson 

Temperature 
Joe Briars 

 

Headteacher’s Editorial 



 

Reflections on Ten Tors 

A fter months of tireless training and two selection 
processes we finally left school and arrived at 

Okehampton Camp to a mass of tents in a muddy field. This 
is where we would spend the night waiting for the event to 
begin.  
 
The next morning we were woken by music being played 
loudly throughout the camp at 5.00am. Our team then 
packed up camp and began the long, crowded trek to the 
starting line. The Ten Tors prayer was spoken and the 
cannons were fired. The mad rush of teams running down 
the hill began. This was followed by a fly past of three 
helicopters. 
 
The first day was the worst of the two as the first two tors 
took up a third of the overall walk. Our group were winning 
our route by a large distance. However this lead ceased to 
exist because of some slightly unfortunate events. We lost 
our lead due to an hour walk along an uphill road in scorch-
ing conditions, which meant we used up a lot of water. We 
had to therefore fill up the bottles and relinquish our lead at 
the next stream. By Tor five some of our group were start-
ing to get tired, and struggled to make it to where we 
stopped at night on Tor seven.   
 
After a good night’s sleep in the freezing cold, we woke up 
to a nice sunrise. We then had a very long walk between 

Tor eight and Tor nine, which involved walking through 
many large rivers. After Tor nine we could see Tor ten, 
even though it was still a long way away. Between tor ten 
and the end, we faced a long winding road made even worse 
by the blisters we had gained. 
 
As we walked down the hill to the finish line we all felt a 
feeling of accomplishment and pride because we had 
completed the challenge. It was nice to hear all the people 
cheering and we were all proud of completing it and coming 
in at 12.00pm.  
 

Henry Metherell 11N and Sam Smith 11P 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

South Africa Rugby Tour 
July 2012 

 
After two years of planning and fundraising the DHSB U16 
rugby team embarked on their second major overseas tour 
to South Africa. 25 boys took part in the tour which 
included a number of guest players from St Boniface’s 
College and Ivybridge. 
 
The itinerary was based around a two centre visit.  The first 
part of the tour featured three matches in the Cape Town 
region followed by two further matches 1000 miles further 
North in Pretoria. The final part of the tour took in Mabula 
Game Reserve where the team was able to relax and enjoy 
two Game Drives to try and spot ‘The Big Five’. 
 
The first match saw the team travel to Stellenbosch in the 
Western Cape to play ‘Paul Roos Gym’. This was to be a 
tough encounter as the opposition have a reputation for 
being one of the top ten rugby playing schools in South 
Africa. A close victory ensured the tour started on a good 
note.  
 
In between fixtures and changing hotels the boys were able 
to visit Robben Island and take a trip up Table Mountain. 
Also included in the itinerary was a visit to Langa Township 
where we were able to play our partner school Zimasi. Even 
though there was a very partisan crowd another victory 
followed, which prepared us well for our third match against 

Westerford High School. A visit to Newlands rugby stadium 
in the morning did not prepare the team for the atrocious 
weather which followed in the afternoon. The conditions 
actually suited the team better than the hot sunshine and 
DHSB ran out worthy winners. 
 
The team then flew North to Johannesburg and travelled to 
Pretoria, the capital of South Africa. Here we played another 
local community side in very hot and dry conditions. The 
opponents, Eesterus, were very confrontational and we 
started to get a few injuries but once again just managed to 
steal a victory. The final match of the tour was played against 
Sutherland High School. This proved to be our toughest 
test. Neither side wanted to give way to each other and the 
lead swapped hands a number of times. Ferocious defending 
in the last quarter saw DHSB emerge victorious and pre-
serve their unbeaten record.  A brilliant effort and a brilliant 
tour.  I would like to thank  my two colleagues Will Strang 
and Rick Orkney for their valuable contribution to the over-
all success of the trip. 

Mr Burt 



T his has been a truly outstanding year for athletic achieve-ment at Devonport High School for Boys. Before 
Christmas the Year 8 indoor athletics team came first in the 
West Devon indoor athletics championships and went on to 
compete for the region in the county championships in 
Paignton.  
 
During a sports hall athletics tournament each individual must 
compete in a track and field event as well as the exciting 
obstacle relay race. Sports Hall athletics provides a fun warm up 
to the more formal athletic tournaments of the summer 
months. 
 

Year 9 West Devon Championships 
 

In early May Devonport took part in the West Devon junior 
athletics championships held at Brickfields. The team made up 
mainly of Year 9 students and one Year 8 performed to an 
excellent standard winning the overall event comfortably.  
 
Tom Tregillis deserves special mention as individual winner of 
the 100m and second in the 200m. Tom went on to be 
selected in both events at the Devon championships. 

 
Year 8 West Devon Championships 

 
The Year 8 athletics team won the West Devon athletics  
championship which took place at Brickfields in June. DHSB 
entered every event from 1500m to Hammer and consistently 
performed to a high standard. 
 
Highlights of the day included winning performances by Javern 
Mullings in the 100m, Tom Blackford 1500m, Joe Adkins 80m 
Hurdles and the boys 4 x 100m relay team. 
 

Year 7 West Devon Championships 
 

At the end of June the DHSB Year 7 team completed a unique 
hat trick of successes for Devonport by winning the West 
Devon Year 7 championships. The whole squad performed fan-
tastically well with individual winners: 
 
Lewis Andrews 100m, Jake Lewis 200m, Joe O’Loughlin 400m, 
Harry Herdman 800m, David Cooper Triple jump, 
4 x 100 relay team. 

 
Devon Schools Athletics Championships 

 
Following the schools success in the regional championships the 
following boys were selected to represent West Devon in the 
Devon championships held at Exeter Arena in June. 
 

Junior boys 
 
Tom Tregillis100m, 200m, Paul Tregunna 200m, 
Dominic Thomas Discus, Safat Hussain Hammer. 
 
Intermediate boys 
 
Jim Blackford 1500m, Krystian Lane 100m, James Alao 400m, 
Connor Bolt Javelin. 
 
Notable performances came from Jim Blackford second in the 
intermediate boys 1500m and Krystian Lane winner of the 
intermediate boys 100m. 
 
Both boys along with David King of Year 13 were selected to 
represent Devon in the South West schools championships also 
taking place in Exeter. 

 
South West Championships 

 
The school had three representatives in the South West 
Schools Championships. All three students put in excellent 
performances against high quality opposition. In the intermedi-
ate boys 1500m final Jim Blackford put up a battling perform-
ance to finish a creditable sixth. Jim who is in Year 10 will be 
able to compete in the same age group next year. 
 
In the 100m final Krystian Lane of Year 11 finished in second 
place with a time of 11.15 seconds. Krystian’s fantastic perform-
ance earned him selection to the English Schools athletics cham-
pionships held in Gateshead in July. In the senior boys competi-
tion David King powered to victory in the 110m hurdles and 
also gained selection to the English Schools. 

 
David King 

 
David King continues to be ranked as one of 
the top 110m hurdlers in the country. David 
who has a personal best of 14.03 seconds is 
currently ranked third in the country at 
under 20 level and recently won a bronze 
medal in the national championships. David 
who is the current South West Schools 
champion represented Devon in the English 
schools championship which took place in 
Gateshead this July and finished second, 
taking the silver medal. 
 
David has taken up his place at Bath University where he will be 
able to develop his athletic potential with the support of world 
class facilities and coaching.  We wish him every 
success. 

English Schools 
 

Krystian Lane also went to the English Schools championships 
and competed at semi-final level (100m). 
 

 
Thanks to Mr Strang for supporting our 

Athletics programme 

 

Athletics Report 



Matthew Strode 
 
When I was at DHSB I represented Plymouth, Devon and 
South West of England at schoolboy level football.  I was 
also a schoolboy with Plymouth Argyle and Chelsea Football 
Club. I played two seasons with England U18 Schoolboys 
and played against national teams including Netherlands, 
France, Switzerland, Scotland, Wales and Ireland.  We won 
the European Centenary Shield in 1997, beating Switzerland 
on penalties in the final. 
 
I remember the surreal nature of the position I was in.  Due 
to football I only came to school three and a half days a 
week, the rest of the time was spent in London with 
Chelsea.  On a Wednesday I would be in a PE A level class, 
on Thursday I would be at training, cleaning Zola¹s boots! 
 
On reflection I feel very lucky that DHSB did not make me 
choose between my education and football, the school was  
always incredibly supportive as I tried to manage my time 
commitments between the two. 

 
What are you doing now? 
 
After university I decided to remain in America as the 
opportunities appeared more prevalent.  I initially got a job 
with the clothing company Abercrombie and Fitch in Human 
Resources, more specifically Recruitment and Talent 
Acquisition, located in Columbus, Ohio.  After five great 
years I moved to another retailer, J Crew.  I am currently 
the Director of Corporate Recruitment for J Crew which 
means I manage a team that finds the talent for our 1000 
strong office in New York City.   
 
What made your time at DHSB great? 
 
Since my time at school I have entered the field of talent 
acquisition and one thing that this has taught me has been 
that the majority of any organisation¹s value is its human 
capital, in short, its people.  On reflection I think that this is 
where I truly got my DHSB experience.  As a father I look 
back on what my parents instilled in me, that a good educa-
tion was equally as important as any sporting success.  I feel 
very grateful that I was able to spend seven of the most 
important years of my life in what I believe to be one of the 
best schools in the South West of England.  What makes it 
the best is the human capital. 

Andy Townsend 
 
Tell me about your time at DHSB 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at DHSB and achieved GCSEs 
as well as participating in lots of sports!  The sports 
teachers, Mr Moon, Mr Hayman and Mr Laws, saw lots of 
me and enabled me to participate as much as possible. 
 
What path has your career taken? 
 
I started my employment as an administrator within a local 
authority working with students applying for grants, having 
just been in receipt of a grant myself. 
 
I then moved into a job as administrator within the Fire 
Service.  I am now General Manager of the centre, Lifeskills 
– Learning for Living, a charity delivering hands on interac-
tive safety education to targeted groups, children, adults 
with learning difficulties, older people, special schools and 
Children's Centres, working with parents to safeguard their 
young children. 
 
Any surprises along the way? 
 
That’s my career but what I haven’t mentioned so far is my 
disability.  I was born with a deformity in my right leg which I 
had amputated when I was three. My disability made me 
extremely determined, primarily to work hard and be on a 
par with my classmates and that’s where my competitive 
spirit hit in.  When I was 15 I was spotted by Tony Willis, an 
amputee himself, and PE Teacher at a local school in 
Plymouth.  He introduced me to disability sports, and gave 
me lifts across the country to training events in athletics and 
volleyball.  I was then able to compete at national and inter-
national level representing GB at the World Youth Games in 
Miami in 1989 sprinting against a guy called Tony Volpentest 
from USA (who went on to become Paralympic Champion).  
 
I was also part of the GB Volleyball team wining Bronze in 
the World Championships in Las Vegas in 1989 and the 
Paralympic Volleyball team playing in Barcelona in 1992. 
 
Any advice for current students? 
 
All of the above evidence was used last year in an application 
to carry the Olympic Torch on its journey across the 
country – and the application was successful.  On 22 May I 
carried the Torch on its journey between Bath and Bristol. 
This was one of the most amazing events of my life.   
 
Enjoy life.  The more effort you put in, the more you’ll get 
out of it and you’ll always find it a lot easier if you’ve got 
people supporting you - friends, family, teachers, coaches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Where are they now? 



 

Directing Macbeth at DHSB 

T his was an entirely new experience for me! The last 
time I performed Shakespeare was in primary school, 

when I played Romeo in a very amateur production.  Need-
less to say, the task of helping to create a production of one 
of the most complex and well known Shakespearean plays 
was a harrowing spectre! Luckily, I had the support of an 
incredibly strong and knowledgeable team. 
 
Ms Davarian, who produced the play, became almost as 
consumed as Lady Macbeth by her drive and determination 
to see this play succeed. Without her enthusiasm and 
significant organisational capacity, the play would have surely 
been extinguished early on. She provided invaluable support 
and encouragement. 
 
Mr Bowden: the King, the Seer and the Father, also guided 
us through this production. With his inexhaustible 
knowledge and experience, my understanding of the play 
was dramatically improved, and my melodramatic ideas were 
significantly curtailed. Mr Hardie, a former director himself, 
also supported our work with the cast.  
 
Particular tribute must also be paid to Gemma and Harry, 
the two leads, who impressed and touched us all with their 
brave, sincere and utterly engaging performances. 
 
I thought, when I first became involved, that it would be 
great to have the experience of directing a play, to be able 
to look back on it in years to come, as a new experience 

and dramatic success. What I have ended with, however, is a 
feeling of great satisfaction and pride in the cast for their 
total engagement with their roles, which was so complete 
that I now think of them as their characters and not them-
selves. To have been part of a Shakespearean production is 
no small achievement.  
 
I have loved the creative freedom that directing allows and, 
of course, being able to boss around my peers but the best 
feeling is that I have helped some people to understand a 
little bit of Shakespeare. I have learned so much myself: 
about the play, about Shakespeare's work, about stagecraft - 
but there is something about Shakespeare which really 
teaches you about people, not only in the words, but in the 
process of dramatising them. It has been a pleasure and an 
honour to have worked with the old and the young on this 
production, and to have shown our interpretation of this 
great play. 
 

Tom Phillips 6E2 

 

 

T he wonderful thing about the longevity of Shakespeare’s texts is that, although the words have never needed to 
be adapted, the social change which has made this world 
completely alien to what Shakespeare would have experi-
enced four centuries ago has paved the way for radical 
adaptations of the plays. At the Minack Theatre, which itself 
strikes similarities with the ancient amphitheatre structure, a 
coach full of DHSB students and teachers took the long two 
hour trip down to Penzance to see the last night of Macbeth. 
With all the bad luck associated with one of Shakespeare’s 
most infamous plays, the initial breakdown of our coach was 
inevitable and the biting sea breeze coupled with the sun 
setting added a backdrop of darkness and mystery. But not 
one of us regretted the decision to see an incredibly innova-
tive piece of theatre. 
 
With the main plotline over in around twenty minutes, the 
audience were originally at a loss to work out what was 
going on. We didn’t actually see the sly, cunning, manipulat-
ive Lady Macbeth tempting her husband into killing the king, 
and the theatre company’s decision to depict Duncan’s arri-
val at the Macbeth household as a big gathering with plenty 
of drink, not unlike an undergraduate house party, may not 
have been entirely how Shakespeare imagined his play to be 
performed. But the beauty of it was that it kept the audience 

watching, never really sure what was going to happen next, 
and most importantly, it worked. 
 
The modernisation of the scenes was a relatively minor 
change to what was to be played out in front of the 750 
person capacity crowd. We eventually saw three separate 
portrayals of the ‘Scottish Play’; the main plotline, but with-
out seeing Macbeth actually murder anyone; the weak, 
emotionally unstable, easily manipulated Macbeth; and the 
stronger, powerful, more controlling side of the complex 
title character.  
 
The fact that the Minack Theatre was the backdrop to such 
an emotionally stimulating play made the atmosphere that bit 
more special. You felt as if you were right in the action, with 
a high paced, constantly changing play being staged whilst the 
stars came out and the air chilled; the sensation that the 
whole audience had perfectly accompanied Shakespeare’s 
magnificent tragedy. And to all that watched, enjoyed, and 
learnt, the production will be talked about for a long time to 
come.    

Kieran Wellington 6E1 

 

Macbeth at the Minack 



 

Clare College, Cambridge Sports Camp 

S ixteen Year 11 students were invited to Cambridge 
University for the inaugural Clare College Rowing Camp. 

 
Over three days the students spent a total of ten hours on 
the River Cam, learning rowing techniques and teamwork 
skills from Clare College's boatman and head coach, Anton 
Wright. Coaching was also provided by many other 
experienced rowers, several of whom have competed in the 
Oxford v Cambridge boat race.  
 
The students trained in two separate groups, with eight 
students in each boat accompanied by an experienced cox. 
The rowing activities cumulated in two final races, with each 
team winning one race. 

Off the water the students visited a number of different 
colleges, and experienced university life. They also spent 
several hours in pairs preparing a presentation on a chosen 
sportsman who attended Cambridge University. Their re-
search was then presented, to a very high standard, to the 
rest of the group. 

 
The group was shown around the Cambridge University 
land training boathouse by Steve Trapmore, Olympic Gold 
medallist in Sydney in 2000, and now Cambridge team head 
coach, and students had the opportunity to use the specialist 
training equipment. 

Alex Reed  6P2 
 
 

 

Performing Arts at DHSB  
 
 

Performance Opportunities 
 
Every year the music department  showcases the talented 
musicians in our school by providing performance platforms. 
 
This includes performing in School Concerts, Assemblies, 
Recitals, Annual Carol Service, Speech Day, School Fairs, 
Competitions and events where the school are invited to 
perform in the wider community 

 

Instrumental Lessons 
 

There is the opportunity to learn drums, woodwind, strings, 

brass, guitar, and receive vocal tuition in small groups or 

individually with excellent instrumental teachers. 

 

Productions 
 
Every year there is a large school production, which involves 
all year groups.  There are always opportunities to audition 
for leading roles, be a part of the chorus, or the backstage 
crew that organise and run the sound and lighting.  Previous 
productions have included, Grease, We Will Rock You, Jo-
seph and His Technicolor Dreamcoat, and many more. 

 

Date for your Diary 
 

Don’t miss our next school production 

 

Oliver 
 

13 - 15 March 2013 

 

Tickets available soon! 



GCSE Drama is ideal for anyone who is looking to develop 
their drama skills or gain confidence in speech and presenta-
tions. 
 
In Year 9 the lessons are mainly practically based and usually 
incorporate the following elements: drama exercises, under-
standing of dramatic structure, use of different genres and 
styles and rehearsing for performance. Performances can be 
individual or in a group of up to six or seven people. 
 
We study a wide variety of topics such as improvisation, 
psychodrama and physical theatre. There are plenty of other 
ways to perform drama in school as well, like our school 
productions, Speech and Drama lessons or the Improvisa-
tion Club, which I often run. This club is held during 
Wednesday lunchtimes. All of these activities have no age 
limit so all year groups can take part. 
 
I am very interested in drama and since the age of six I have 
been involved in my local theatre group - Youngstagers. I 
have also been in a number of productions with Plymouth 
theatre groups; including DJR and the Plymouth Youth Thea-
tre Company. I am always looking to progress my drama and 
am a regular participant at Speech and Drama festivals; most 
recently at the Saltash Speech, Music and Drama Festival 
where I won the Mayor’s drama award and Festival Cup. 
 

Following an audition in January, I was really excited to be 
offered a place with Youth Music Theatre UK, a national 
theatre company for young people. They invited me to join 
them in performing Tess of the D’Urbervilles. 
 
Pursuing drama in school really helps me improve my skills, 
and acting has given me loads of opportunities to meet new 
groups and travel around the country.  Drama in school is a 
really interesting and fun subject, and I would encourage 
anyone interested in theatre or acting or even just wanting 
to improve their confidence to get involved. 

Alex Robins 10N 
 
  

At the beginning of this year I got involved in our school 
production We Will Rock You. It was an amazing experi-
ence as I met some great mates and learnt a lot about acting 
and myself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We Will Rock You wasn’t all fun and games though, I had to 
participate in many rehearsals in the evenings and weekends; 
in the fortnight running up to the show rehearsals were 
from 4.00pm to 7.00pm every day. 
 
However when I got on stage it made me feel that all the 
hard work I had put in was worth it. 

Henry Spencer 8W 
 

What I am Reading 
Mr Norris 

 
Book title and author 
11.22.63 by Stephen King  
 
Why I chose this book 
I read a lot of Stephen King as a 
young adult, but it’s been a good 15 
years since I picked up anything by 
him. Yet something about 11.22.63 
really intrigued me. Maybe it was 
the sheer weight of it - 740 pages 
no less! However I think it was the 
premise: if you had the ability to change history, would you? 
Would the consequences be worth it?  
 
What is good about it 
 
Despite this being an easy read, it took me a while to get 
through it. There are places where the plot is extremely 
discursive and drawn out. This however shouldn’t deter any-
one from reading it, as it is a truly unique piece of fiction. 
 
I should mention for the romantics out there that it’s also a 
great love story! 

 

We Will Rock You 

 

Life as a GCSE Drama Student 



 

Sport In Brief 

 
What I am Reading  
Mr Newton 
 
Death of Kings by Bernard Cornwell 
 
As a child I watched the "Sharp" TV programmes based on the novels by the same author 
and have been a fan of his work ever since, reading books like Azincourt and The Grail 
Quest Series. I have always found these novels to be very well researched and very 
detailed in the battle scenes portrayed.  
 
The book is set during the time of Alfred the Great and the Viking invasion of England. It follows the life of one of his Captains 
and his personal battle to overcome prejudice and a family betrayal. It ends with the death of Alfred and the struggle of his son 
Edward to unite the people of Mercia and Wessex and become the Anglo Saxons that we know today.   
 
I particularly enjoyed the battle scenes and the detail Cornwell goes into explaining the tactics involved while keeping the 
narrative running. Each book also contains an historical note.  

Table Tennis 
 

Last year saw a large take up of table tennis and Years 7 - 13 

attended one of two clubs. The clubs gave the students the 

opportunity to develop skills and play against other players 

of a similar ability. A number of different competition types 

were played from ladder competitions to inter house com-

petitions with prizes to win from table tennis bats to  

chocolate. 

 
DHSB entered both the team and individual national compe-
titions for U13, U16 and U18 level.  Andrew Helliwell was 
placed in the top six and Sam Wilson in the top three in 
their age groups.  A fantastic result.  

 

Sixteen students were invited to attend the opening of the 

Life Centre and were the first to see the facilities.  They 

were coached by international table tennis players and a 

Paralympic Athlete representing Team GB at London 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Indoor Rowing 
 
As ever DHSB indoor rowing teams have produced some 
excellent performances throughout the indoor rowing sea-
son and this year is no exception. The teams were coached 
by Mr Moffatt this year, a keen rower and like a number of 
the boys a member of the Plymouth Amateur Rowing Club.  

DHSB competed at the South West Championships; all the 

boys worked incredibly hard and a number achieved 

personal best times and came away with medals and the 

crown of South West Champion. 

 

The event was topped off with the boys winning the team 

relay event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hockey 
 

This year saw the start of a new hockey club at DHSB. It 

was born with a twist, DHSG Girls joined the club! What a 

success! The junior club was attended by 35 students each 

week and the students made excellent progress coached by 

Miss Ricks, Chris Mills and Ben Lock.  

 

We entered the Plymouth Schools competitions for both 

U14 and U16 and performed excellently in both.  U14 

achieved third overall in Plymouth beaten only by Ivybridge 

and Plymstock. The standard of the U16 competition was 

very high this year but DHSB performed with pride coming 

fourth in Plymouth.  

Ms Ricks 

 



 

Oceanology International 2012 

 

N obody likes waking up at 5.00am on a Tuesday morn-
ing but in this case it was not so bad as I was to attend 

an exhibition “Oceanology International 2012” at the ExCel 
centre in London’s Docklands. The Oceanology exhibition 
provides a showcase for some of the world’s most highly 
acclaimed Marine and Subsea engineering companies. 
 
The exhibition had more than a hundred stands featuring 
anything from five ton work class Remotely Operated 
Vehicles (ROVs) built by multi-million dollar companies like 
Schilling Robotics, right through to experimental small scale 
products (a hydrodynamic Autonomous U/W Vehicle or 
AUV) from home grown start-ups like Go Science. 
 
As well as the finished products, there were also a huge 
range of parts, such as cameras, lights, connectors and 
remote manipulators from other component manufacturing 
firms. All of these companies were looking for buyers,  
investors, funding or partners to manufacture their designs, 
and new employees. 
 
I wanted to attend the conference to gather inspiration and 
guidance towards building an ROV of my own for my 
Engineering GCSE project. This was the best possible oppor-
tunity as it’s the only time that all these companies are 
gathered together in one place.  

I spent a lot of time talking with the manufacturers of small 
ROVs, used for underwater inspection, and it was great the 
way the staff were all so helpful in explaining the way the 
devices worked. Also, I was surprised that they would also 
discuss the problems of their products, perhaps because I 
was neither a customer (the cheapest system is £4000!) or a 
competitor. 
 
Everyone was really enthusiastic and ready to make 
suggestions as to how I should proceed. 

Matt Shaw 10W 
 
 
 

We left Plymouth QAB marina at 
around 9.00pm just as the sun 
was setting and as we went out 
dinner was eaten down below 
with a struggle. The weather was 
not very nice with big waves and 
even bigger gusts of 30knts of 
wind. I was on third watch so 
after dinner and watching 
Plymouth fall out of sight I went 
down below and strapped myself 
into my bunk and tried to get 
some sleep with a constant battle 

of trying not to roll out of my bunk and the smashing waves 
pounding the boat. 
 
Five of the eight crew were sea sick but luckily it was not me 
and I woke up to the sound of the kettle which had just 
boiled.  Looking at my watch I saw it was 4.00am and slowly, 
choosing the right moment, pulled myself out of my bunk 
(careful not to fall on the person below me), donned my foul 
weather gear and life jacket. I clipped my harness on, then as 
I poked my head wearily out of the coach roof a wave broke 
over the bow and sprayed me with freezing cold salt water. 
 
 
 

I took the wheel over from a very bleary eyed crew mate; 
the sea state was rough and so handling the boat was a 
struggle with wind and waves pulling it all over the place.  
 
After my watch I stayed up on deck and kept a look out for 
the entrance to the Solent. Finally it came into view and 
soon enough we were in Yarmouth Marina.  At 4.00am the 
next morning we were leaving the marina ready to sail up to 
Cowes where we waited for our start watching the 60ft 
monster racing yacht start. Our start was very good and we 
were already beating the other J109s and even the X-yachts. 
As we came round the corner we hoisted our kite and then 
we were off, speeding at 14knts and choosing the offshore 
route we came off well passing many yachts. That was until 
we broached which is very scary. Bruce fell in the water and 
got very wet but luckily he managed to stay attached to the 
yacht, with the boom and sail in the water we managed to 
wrestle it back under control until it happened again. Bruce 
was dunked again... 
 
Then as we rounded the next corner we missed a mark 
without realising. After avoiding disqualification we had to 
backtrack an extra ten miles, meaning we lost all the hard 
work we had done maintaining our position, and so by the 
end we finished an hour and 20 mins later than expected.  
 
Next year I am planning to do the Fastnet Race on the same 
yacht (Just4Fun a J109, 10.9M racing yacht)  and so all of this 
is training for the big race. 

 
Harry Cottenham 

 

 

Round the Island 



Joshua Clarke 
 
What are you doing now? 
 
The past couple of years have been absolutely packed. I have 
performed in two shows at the professional Northcott 
Theatre in Exeter, as well as the Exeter Fringe Festival. The 
photo is of me in the Northcott dressing room for 
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ – I am the second from the right.  
I have recently had the role of Musical Director and Vocal 
Coach for a production of Little Shop of Horrors and have 
been appointed Musical Director for the Footlights Musical 
Theatre Society and Gilbert & Sullivan Society for next year.  
 
I recently took the role of Sherlock Holmes in the Exeter leg 
of the Olympic Torch relay procession and also in 
Weymouth to launch the sailing events in July. 
 

What do you remember from your time at DHSB? 
 
I actually live in a house with two of my best friends from 
DHSB who are also studying at Exeter so we’re maintaining 
a strong presence!  Very often we end up laughing late into 
the night about things that happened. I suppose some of my 
highlights were performing Charley’s Aunt and scoring for 
the football team, but the trips to Uzel and Italy were great 
too. Honestly too many things to list! 
 
What advice would you give to students? 
 
Really try to enjoy school – it genuinely will give you some 
of the best memories you will ever have. 
 

“Enjoy school and make the 
most of opportunities.” 

 

Also make the most of opportunities that come up – there 

are so many people to learn from and things to do that the 

school years and the years immediately after are a really 

exciting time. Work hard but take time to do what you love 

as well. 

 
 

Luc Bugmann 
 
I started at DHSB in 2003 and left after 
having completed A levels in Music, 
Chemistry and French in 2010. I began 
my degree in Mechanical Design and 
Manufacture in 2011 at the University 
of Plymouth. 
 
What do you remember about DHSB? 
 
Being part of the community of musicians was good fun.  
Each lunch time would be spent at the music block 
essentially showing off what amazing new solos we had 
learned on the guitar. The joy of being part of it is that it 
actually brought me more opportunities than one would 
imagine. This came in the form of playing in the swing band, 
playing in school musicals (Oliver, Bugsy Malone and Joseph), 
doing small performances within the community outside 
school, battle of the bands and my eventual Music A level. 
 
But you are now studying Engineering 
 
Yes, music was not my career path in the end, but it is a 
very big part of my identity. Therefore studying and pursuing 
music is as noble a cause as any.  
 
Spending time dedicating myself to improving my knowledge 
of music outside of my own CD collection made me a better 
musician, better writer (of music), performer and above all 
was great fun. It was also one of the ways in which I was able 
to contribute to the school community.  Studying A level 
music is not a waste of time if you want to become an 
engineer, in fact, I think it will make you a more interesting 
one. So don’t feel it irrelevant or a waste of time.  It is a 
perfect way to develop yourself as an individual and above 
all, keep your education and professional development fun.  
 

Rhys Coren 
 
It is really good when former DHSB students pop in to see 
you and let you know how they are getting on writes Mrs 
Burdon.  Rhys Coren, a professional artist exhibiting in 
London and New York, was working in Plymouth in 
conjunction with the Arts Council on a community arts 
project   
 
Rhys said, “I have just had a show called E-Vapor-8 at 319 
Scholes in New York (featured in Dazed and Confused 
magazine) and I have a piece of work in The Response at The 
Sunday Painter, London.  My two-person show has opened 
at the Seventeen Gallery in London.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are they now? 



 

DHSB Ski Trip 2012 
 
This year the Ski Trip to Austria was brilliant There were 
great ski conditions every day, good food in the hotel and on 
the mountain plus brilliant rooms to sleep in. 
 
We stayed in the 3 star Pachmairhof hotel in Uderns, we 
had a buffet each day with different varieties of food. 
 
We had five hours a day skiing (for six days).  Our instruc-
tors  from Ski Team 4 were brilliant giving us great tips on 
how to improve our skiing  and varying what we did every 
day. The skiing was exhilarating, with fresh snow to ski on 
everyday and new off piste places to go. 
 
During the evenings we would have some form of entertain-
ment whether it was going to watch the football or going to 
the local swimming pool  After, of course, our daily trip to 
the local Spar shop. 
 

We had great fun each day but the best day had to be 
Thursday when we had a slalom race in our groups each 
competing for first place. 
 
Overall it was a great week and I would highly recommend 
the trip to anyone of any skiing ability. 

Charlie Pannell 9E 

T his year’s Sports Day proved to be busier and more successful than ever.  After having to cancel the event in the 
summer on an unprecedented three occasions we managed to rearrange and hold it in September this year. 

 
All our new Year 7 students competed in a 50m sprint, and we followed a London 2012 theme with our Classics Dept 
arranging a series of Greek-Roman games on an adjacent field which included tug of war, toga relay, standing long jump with 
hand weights, and javelin. 
 
Antony James was our Guest of Honour at our Sports Day presentation and he gave a fascinating insight into the Olympic 
Games. 
 
Many congratulations to four high achieving students who broke school records.  Lewis Andrews set a new 100m (12.70s) 
and 200m (26.55s) Year 7 school record. 
 
David Cooper set a new Year 7 long jump record (9m 99).  This record has been held for 27 years by David Reeve who 
trained with Jonathan Edwards (Olympic gold medallist and world record holder). 
 
Matthew Gould set a new Year 8 shot school record of 12m 02. 
 
Tom Blackford set a new Year 8 school record for the1500m of 4mins 42 secs. 

Photographs 
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