
I am taking this opportunity to copy to you some notes on D.H.S.O.B.A. which I found recently when going 
through some old papers of my late Father Bernard Gilbert who was Honorary Secretary of the Devonport Branch 
from 7th July 1955 until he retired at the AGM in December 1972. He notated the foreword to the Jubilee Dinner 
and Dance programme of Friday 7th April 1972, an original of which I hold (unsigned unfortunately!). I also have a 
list (51) in his own handwriting of the D.H.S entry of September 1932 (when he joined). This list includes Doug 
Barkell, whom I remember fondly trying to teach me Algebra!! 
  
                                                                          NOTES ON D.H.S.O.B.A. 
  
Although funds were collected after the first World War no real Association was formed until 1920 when Dicky 
Brooks set up the London Branch. 
The Devonport Branch was inaugurated on the 7th July 1922 by a meeting at the School with Arthur Tresider in 
the chair. He became the first President with Harry Ferraro as General Secretary and Treasurer. Eric Cock was 
Branch Secretary until 1923 when he was succeeded by Cyril Gill. 
Annual subscriptions were fixed at 2/6d and the first Dinner was held at the Royal Hotel Devonport. The charge 
was 10/- a head including wine, and a profit of 4/10d resulted but no ladies were present. 
On the 30th June 1923 the Association ran its first outdoor venture, a trip in an open charabanc to Newton and 
Noss (unfortunately there is no pictorial record of this momentous occasion). 
During 1926 the London Branch were obliged to suspend activities as Dicky Brooks found that his business 
commitments left no margin of time. However in 1930 he was able to take up the office of Secretary once again 
and from then on the London Branch continued to flourish. 
1929 saw the formation of the Rugby Club under the guidance of Tex Austin and Les Warren. This major step in 
the history of the Association was closely followed by the formation of the Soccer Club in 1930. The prime movers 
in this activity were Messrs. Lockwood and Broad. 
On the 22nd July 1932, ten years after the founding of the Association, Arthur Tresider retired and became the 
first Life Vice-President. 
The new President was the in-coming Headmaster H.A.T. Simmonds. 
It is interesting to note the places at which Dinners and Dances were held in those days - the Royal Hotel at 
Devonport, and Plymouth - Genoni's Restaurant and Mutley Assembly Rooms - names which conjure up 
memories for those who knew pre-war Plymouth. 
In 1947 the Badminton Club was formed which meant that three separate sports were being played by members 
of the Association as the Rugby and Soccer Clubs had renewed their activities soon after the end of the war. 
All this time the indefatigable Harry Ferraro had kept the Association alive virtually single-handed - even 
throughout the war years he had kept a record of members who had fallen on active service. This was to prove of 
great value when a War Memorial Plaque was unveiled in the School hall in 1952. 
By that time however Harry Ferraro had retired and the office of General Secretary went with him. Cyril Gill 
remained as Secretary of the Devonport Branch until July 1955 when he was succeeded by Bernard Gilbert. At 
the same time Wilfred Tamblin became Treasurer. 
Prior to this there had been two changes of Headmaster and consequently two changes of President. Mr W.H. 
Buckley from 1943 to 1949 and Mr S.G. Barker from 1949 to 1953. 
In 1953 the new Headmaster was Dr. J. L. Cresswell and he was instrumental in reviving the fortunes of the 
Association which had fallen into decline. 
Two memorable events were the unveiling of a plaque at Albert Road to commemorate the old School premises, 
(the ceremony was performed by Mr H.A.T. Simmonds) and the presentation of two silver sauce boats to the 
Civic Plate. 
As an aftermath to the latter event the President, the Secretary, together with Mrs Cresswell and Mrs Gilbert were 
invited to the opening of the new Civic Centre by the Lord Mayor. 
The Bath and Bristol Branch was formed in 1960 mainly due to the efforts of Murray Widdecombe. 
In 1972 saw the 50th Anniversary of the Association and this was celebrated by a Dinner/Dance at the 
Continental Hotel when 177 members and their relatives and friends saw an Anniversary cake cut by Eric Cock, 
one of the founders of the Association and a Vice-President. 
A sad note was the unexpected death of Wilfred Tamblin very soon after the death of Tex Austin. A third severe 
loss to the Association was the death of Dicky Brooks. All these occurred in 1972. 
Tony Parkhurst took over as Treasurer, and John Ellis became Secretary in succession to Bernard Gilbert, who 
retired at the Annual General Meeting in December 1972. 
  
Trust these notes covering the first 50 years of the Association may be of some interest and value - perhaps they 
could be placed in the Archives on the Website?  Now there are less than ten years to the Centenary!! 
  
Kind regards 
  
Michael Gilbert 
  

 


